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CHENEY PRAISES REPUBLICANS ABROAD 
 

• Vice President Cheney's delivered a speech at Fudan University in Shanghai on April 15, 
2004, which was followed by a questions and answer session. Responding to a question, 
Vice President Cheney noted the work of Republicans Abroad chapters and the importance 
of absentee votes. 

• The full text is at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/04/20040415-1.html. 

• QUESTION: Good morning, Mr. Vice President. I'm from journalism department. It's my 
great honor to raise a question here. We know that the presidential campaign this year is a 
competition between two Yale graduates. In your opinion, what's the key factor to win the 
election? And there are more and more Americans living and working in China. So what 
will you do to win their support? Thank you. 

• THE VICE PRESIDENT: The reason I pause is because I attended Yale, as well, as the 
President, and Senator Kerry. But I did not graduate. (Laughter.) And I thought you were 
going to ask me about that.  

• We're eager to work with American citizens overseas. There are -- both, here in Asia, and 
as well, in Europe -- organizations. In my party, I'm a Republican, we have an organization 
called Republicans Abroad. And that's where American citizens who get to vote in the 
United States by absentee ballot have clubs and organizations and host speakers, 
sometimes raise money to support the candidates of their choice. So we welcome the 
participation of American voters, wherever they may live, in the election. 

• And you may remember in the last election, a very, very close election that was decided by 
just 537 votes in Florida, probably the closest presidential election in our history. That 
probably turned, as much as anything, on absentee ballots, on votes cast by citizens of 
Florida who were abroad at the time either serving in the military, or in some other 
capacity. And if they had not voted, the outcome of the election might have been very 
different. So those votes of Americans living overseas are very important. 
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